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elF' ~fiship test 
ing pass rate 

MALCOLM FARR 

FEARS the citizenship test is 
unfair to migrants have been 
dashed by a review showing a 
stunning 93 per cent pass rate. 

But a high number of new
comers from war-tom states, 
most of them refugees, are 
struggling to get through the 
quiz, according to an analysis 
released last night. 

But Indians and migrants 
from The Philippines are 
doing better than Brits and 
New Zealanders. 

The study indicates that 

migrants keen to get citizen
ship are swotting up on their 
new country and taking the 
test seriously. 

Immigration Minister Chris 
Evans said the Government 
wanted to make sure the test 
wasnot a barrier for migrants 
who were in most need of 
support. 

The citizenship test was in
troduced by the former gov
ernment to "assist" people 
who want to become Austral
ians understand "Australian 
values, traditions, history and 
national symbols". 

The test, which started on 
October 1, also includes ques
tions on geography and sys
tems of government 

It has to be taken by mi
grants before they apply for 
citizenship unless they are 
aged under 18 or over 50, or 
have little fluency in English. 

The Department of Immi
gration review of the process 
from October to the end of 
December, found 92.9per cent 
of migrants passed it on their 
first or subsequent attempts. 

The lowest failure rate was 
0.9 per cent for the 33B South 

African applicants, followed 
by just 1.1 per cent for the 634 
from India, and 1.9per cent for 
the 254 from the Philippines. 

The 1103 British migrants 
had a 2.26per cent failure rate, 
and it was worse, at 2.8 per 
cent, for the 2B2 New Zealan
ders who wanted to be Austral
ians. 

Skilled migrants, who made 
up 44 per cent of the 9043 
people from 172countries who 
sat for the examination, had 
the best pass rate of W per 
cent 

Family reunion migrants, 

21.6 per cent of participants, 
had a 00 per cent success rate. 

However, for migrants here 
on humanitarian grounds, 17 
per cent of the total, the 
success rate fell to BO per cent. 

The review pointed to fail
ures by migrants from coun
tries in turmoil and without a 
solid history of parliamentary 
democracy. 

The 166 migrants from Su
dan had a 42 per cent failure 
rate, the lW from Afghanistan 
a 33per cent failure rate, while 
it was about 20per cent for the 
567from Iraq. 
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