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BRUCE MOUNSTER 

TASMANIAN residential 
building activity dropped a 
whopping 12.4 per cent during 
the March quarter. 

Housing Industry Associa
tion Tasmania executive direc
tor Stuart Clues said Austral
ian Bureau of Statistics 
figures, released yesterday, 
were a surprise. 

Mr Clues said Tasmania 
bucked the national trend last 
year, recording a fraction of a 
percentage increase for most 
quarters. 

But yesterday's figures re
vealed that Tasmania suffered 
the biggest fall compared with 
NSW with a 11.5 per cent fall, 
Western Australia 5.8per cent, 
Victoria 5.6 per cent, Queens
land 4.5 per cent and South 
Australia 2.8 per cent. 

"Today's figures show that 
Tasmania is not immune from 
the economic slowdown," Mr 
Clues said. 

He said he anticipated a 
swift recovery, as new starts 
driven by the Federal Govern
ment's First Home Owner 
Boost began, as well as an 
anticipated 500 houses funded 
by the Federal Government's 
community housing program. 

"The double-digit decline ... 
is a stark reminder of how 
important the Federal Govern
ment stimulus of the housing 
sector is going to be," he said. 

"Provided that the State 
Government can work with 
industry to roll out the Federal 
Government's plan for 20,000 
public and community hous
ing dwellings [nationally]." 

SURPRISE 
FIGURES: 
Housing 
Industry 
Association 
boss Stuart 
Clues. 

Mr Clues said RIA fore
casted 2700 new homes for 
Tasmania this calender year, 
down from about 2900 last 
year, and about 2800from 2004 
until20Cfl. 

Mr Clues said builders were 
telling him that work was 
slowing, especially for houses 
in the $4oo,OOO-plus range. 

For - houses in the 
$250-350,000 range, builders 
were still doing OK, he said. 

Mr .Clues said renovation 
activity was still strong, with 
$780 million worth of renov
ations forecast this year, com
pared with about $500 million 
in 2003. 

However, work done on ma
jor alterations and additions 
fell by 6.1 per cent nationally 
in the March quarter. 

Nationally, seasonally ad
justed work done on new 
residential dwellingsfell by 6.3 
per cent in the March 2009 
quarter to an annualised 
$33.3 billion, 4.3per cent down 
on a year earlier. 

Work done on detached 
houses dropped by 8 per cent 
over the March quarter to 
$22.8 billion in annualised 
tenus. 

Work done on other dwell
ings fell by 2.6 per cent to an 
annualised $10.5 billion. 


