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Eldest child born to succeed: report
 
GENEVIEVE MORTON 

ARE they more outgoing, 
bossier or just born leaders? 

The eldest child in the 
average Australian family 
has been officially deemed the 
most likely to succeed as 
entrepreneurS over younger 
siblings, especially if they 
come from large families. 

The findings, released to
day by the Sensis Business 
Index, reveal more than 40 
per cent of small business 
~ are the eldest child 
whilejust under one third are 
the middle child and one 
quarter are the youngest. 

CarlWindsor, 30,who owns 
RaincheCk Lounge in North 
Hobart. is a classic case. 

With two younger sisters, 
he says the eldest is the 
ground breaker, which helps 
hone leadership skills later in 
life. 

"You're the one pioneering 
the rules .with your parents 
and that definitely gives you 
skills in leadership," he said. 

"Plus, from the age you're 
deemed responsible enough, 
you're often looking after 
them; being responsible for' 
younger people close to you, 
and 1 think that helps in 
business in dealing with staff, 
especially in a,busy cafe:' 

Report author Christena 
Singh says the bigger the 
family, the more likely the 
eldest will succeed in busi
ness. 

''Entrepreneurs are most 
likely to beftrst-bom in a 
family and are least likely to 
be' only children," she said 

"Birth order does play a 
role. 

"We can also see small 
business operators tend to 
come from larger families, 
having on average between 

BORN LEADER: Eldest child Car1 Windsor at his Raincheck Lounge in North Hobart. Picture: RAOUL KOCHANOWSKI 
two andthree siblings." 

Hobart's Exit Left owner 
Ian Williams is an eldest child 
and says the role has aided 
his directorial skills. 

"It's definitely aboutleader
ship," he said 

"You're usedto motivating 
and making people passion
ate about what you're pas
sionate about" 

Craig Seymour at Focus 
Strategy, in Hobart. said 
being the eldest made him 
diligent as a child and there
fore able to achieve more. 

"I did whatmy parents told . 
me to do becauseI didn't have 
siblings ahead of me telling 
me otherwise," he said 

"If they said go to bed 1 
would go to bed and I'd read, 

which paid off enonnously 
later in life. Being the eldest 
also means you're generally 
more outgoing because you 
have to be, you are prepared 
to meet new people and face 
new challenges." 

The report found four out of 
10 small business operators 
said their parents had run a 
small business also. "By fur

ther analysing the dynamics 
.and psychology associated 
with being first bom, we may 
be able to better understand 
what drives an individual to 
start a business," Ms Singh 
said 

"And this could enable 
Australian society to encour
age more people to start a 
business." 
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