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COLD COMFORT: Hobart City Mission volunteers Mollie and Ann Mcivorfrom Lenah Valley sort out their rapidly 
dwindling supply of warm winter woollies as the state's welfare bodies warn they are stretched to breaking point. 
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THE state's welfare groups have 
warned they are already stretched to 
breaking point even before a raft of 
fees and charges begins to bombard 
households from next month. 

The Tasmanian Chamber of Com
merce and Industry has also pre
dicted that any lift in costs - from 
electricity to car registrations - at a 
time of global economic uncertainty 
will leave some businesses with no 
choice but to sack staff as they 
struggle to meet costs. 

It comes as a proposal by Aurora 
Energy to change its pricing struc
ture could see some Tasmanian 
families paying more for their power 
than first thought. 

The Mercury can now reveal that 
a proposed flat rate for Tariff 31 
general light and power - will slug 
households using more than 1500 
kilowatt hours a quarter. 

A typical family home which uses 
that amount will be paying up to 25 
per cent more from July l. 

That is if the Independent Energy 
Regulator accepts Aurora's request 
to lift the prices this week. 

Currently Tariff 31 is charged at 
three levels depending on how much 
power is used: 19.236C for usage up to 
500kWh, 18.324c for the next 
l000kWh and 15.620c for any power 
consumed after that. 

From July 1 that will be a flat 
19.6c, or a 2.1 per cent increase if 
your power use is under 500kWh, a 
7.2per cent rise for the next l000kWh 
and a spike of 25.8 per .cent for 
anything over 1500kWh. 

Overall Aurora expects household 
charges will increase by an average 
of 7 per cent and business will cop a 
15 per cent rise. 

That is above the previously pre
dicted 4 per cent agreed to by the 
Regulator in 2007. 

On top of that the Motor Accident 
Insurance Board yesterday broke 
more bad news with premiums on 
vehicle registrations expected to rise 
by an average of 3.5per cent. 

The Govemment-owned business 
has applied to Government Prices 
Oversight Commissioner Glenn Ap
pleyard to lift its fees and charges to 
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